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National European Phlebological Associations

“Similar issues and challenges” 



Individual practitioner and clinical training

“Training in ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy: Do 
we teach the same thing in Europe?”

Important clinical messages for safe clinical practice
good knowledge
informing patients of realistic risks and benefits
patient-centred treatment decision making

Main technical messages for good outcome
safe practical skills 
mastering the technique

“Variations on a theme” 



1. Training programme structures/curricula in European countries
Is UGS training included in training programmes
Is UGS training actually being delivered
Is UGS training assessed
Are curricula consistent throughout the EU

“Training in ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy: Do 
we teach the same thing in Europe?”

Universal training for all practitioners “the bigger challenge?” 

2. Training other (especially non-vascular) specialities
Post certification fellowships
Certified practical hands-on courses
Conference workshops

“Differences on a theme” 



General Practitioners (GP)

Dermatology, 

General Surgery, 

Internal, Medicine, 

Cardiology, 

Radiology

Angiology

Vascular Medicine

Vascular Surgery

UEMS recognised Phlebological practice (cross-specialty)  

Remote specialty:
-?vascular anatomy 
-?duplex ultrasound skills 

Vascular related:
-duplex ultrasound skills
-UG cannulation



Integrated into Phlebology training programme  
Hands-on courses available for other specialities
(phlebology, vascular surgery, angiology, dermatology)

UGS training in different countries

National Phlebology  training programme  
Hands-on courses available/ tutoring 

Limited/non existent in training programme 
EBofPh National Reference Training Centres
Hands-on courses available for other specialities
(Angiology, endovascular and vascular surgery)

Integrated into Phlebology  training programme
EBofPh National Reference Training Centres
Hands-on courses, conference courses (SFP)
(Angiology, endovascular and vascular surgery, Dermatology)

Limited/non existent in training programme 
Two Hands-on courses available
At hoc courses (e.g.British Society of Sclerotherapist, CXS)
(vascular surgery only)





Training in ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy: Do we teach the same thing in Europe? 

• Individual one-2-one training is excellent

• Delivery of UGS training appears sporadic rather systematic 
-have practitioners been trained to an acceptable standard?

• Phlebological Societies have developed training structures
-training programmes
-apprenticeships
-courses

• Problem of standardization of UGS practice across Europe
-UEMS-EBP  NRTC

Conclusions


